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St.Botolph’s Curriculum Drivers - Wales 
(What underpins our curriculum? What do we think about when planning the theme in detail?) 

Our World 
Sustainable       Diversity &         Communities 
environments    beliefs 

Social, emotional and physical 
wellbeing 

Spiritual and moral 

As people concerned about the world 
around us, we will: 

❏ Learn more about the countries 
that make up Great Britain. 

❏ Learn more about the main 
industries in Wales. 

❏ Consider what types of 
communities you may find in 
Wales when thinking about the 
population and where they live? 
For example, do most people 
live in towns? 

As we learn how to look after and 
take care of ourselves, we will:  

❏ Learn different ways to 
share how we feel  

❏ Think about how we can also 
support and help others 

❏ Take part in physical 
activity often to help keep 
fit and healthy 

PSHE = Personal, Social &  Health Education 

In our spiritual and moral 
development, we will: 

❏ Take the time to learn 
how sometimes having a 
quiet moment can help 
us to be calm and 
reflect. 

❏ Learn that it is good to 
ask questions, even if we 
are not sure of the 
answers 

 

 

History 

 

Geography 

 

Art 

 

Our history work will focus on finding 
out about the rich history in Wales. 
Why does Wales have so many 
castles? Why were they built in 

We will be building on the children’s 
knowledge of the countries that 
make up Great Britain. We will learn 
more about the human and physical 

We are hoping to use moldable 
materials to create shapes and 
textures that express emotions. 
 

We are very excited to be back at school so we can investigate a new country.   
We are keen to tell you about the curriculum areas we will be looking at this 

time.  
We will be learning a great deal about Wales, its castles and looking at what 

life was like for the people who lived in the past.  
 



certain places? What can we find out 
about the monarchs who had them 
built? 
The children will develop their skills 
as historians learning how to place 
events on a timeline and which 
sources of evidence are more 
reliable. 

features of Wales and which sources 
of evidence are useful in enabling us 
to learn more. 
Through learning about the water 
cycle in science, we can use this 
knowledge to help us to track the 
rivers in Wales. 

The children will also be 
extending their sewing skills to 
work on cross stitch and back 
stitch. They will be investigating 
how to colour fabrics and how 
this might have been achieved in 
the past.  

Design & Technology 

 

PE 

 

Computing 

 

The main focus this term will be on 
accurately measuring, cutting and 
preparing to create an item using 
their sewing skills. They will consider 
seam allowances, joining techniques 
and appropriate techniques for their 
item. They will design, make, 
evaluate and refine their work.   

It is so important for us all to keep 
healthy and active. Although we 
have had to adapt some of the 
lessons we will be teaching, the 
children will have weekly PE 
sessions. They will cover a range of 
different units including dance and 
games.  
The children will be learning and 
developing their practical skills, 
tactics and competitive skills to 
work on the following sports to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle:  
 

We will all be continuing to work 
on our skills when using Google 
Classroom. The children have 
become much more confident 
when using Google Docs and we 
are learning how to share and 
complete work on screen. 
We have also been working on 
sending and receiving emails. It is 
really lovely when a super email 
drops into your inbox from one of 
the children! 
A lot of our computing work is 
also centred around e-safety and 
we really appreciate your support 
in this area. 

Music 

 

RE 

 

Languages 

 

We will be continuing to follow the 
school music programme. The next 
units are:  

● Mamma Mia  
● Glockenspiel Stage 2 
● Stop! 

These units have been specially 
adapted by the musical school 
Charanga so we are able to follow 
them in the classroom under the 
current changes. 

The units the children will be 
covering this time are:  
 

● What is it like to follow God? 
● What is the Trinity?  

 
 
 
 
 

We continue to follow the 
ILanguages Scheme of work for 
French. Autumn/Winter units: 

● Greetings 
● Classroom instructions 
● Animals 
● Numbers 

We will begin slowly this term 
with our languages teaching. 

Science 

 

At the heart of our work in science is getting the children to think and behave like scientists by working 
scientifically.  
We will focus on the children asking scientific questions, collect data through accurate measurements, record 



the data in an appropriate way for the investigation, report on those findings and draw conclusions from them.   
 
In biology, we will look at: What different animals need to maintain a healthy diet, consider a range of food 
chains using key terminology and look at the different ways human and animal skeletons and muscles work to 
produce movement. The children will also think about the role that evolution has to play in human and animal 
development.  
 
In chemistry, we will group materials together based on three key groups, solids, liquids and gasses. We will 
investigate what happens to these when they are heated or cooled.  
Children will also learn about the processes on evaporation and condensation as part of the water cycle.  
 
In physics, we will be looking at forces and magnets with a focus on different materials. We will use scientific 
equipment to experiment with electrical circuits and investigate conductors and insulators. We will also be 
thinking about light and shadows and how light is needed in order to see things.   
 

 

 

English 

 

Maths 

 
 
 

We will continue to work on key reading and writing 
skills. Using texts that link to our theme of Wales, we 
will engage the children as they practise what they 
have been taught. For example, they will be using the 
theme of dragons to help them to put into practise 
their use of alliteration and similes. 
Our focus will also be on grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. We are delighted to be working on our new 
whole school spelling approach - Jason Wade spelling. 
We hope to be able to share more with parents soon. 
 
 
 
 

We will begin by going over key skills in mathematics. 
Understanding the place value of a number is so 
important. Children really need to be confident when 
talking about the value of a digit in each number. For 
example, how much is the 7 worth in the number 475? 
How many tens is it?   
It is also so important that they can recall number 
bonds to 10, 20 and then 100. 
This is why we will initially be working on 
understanding number and key calculation strategies 
for addition and subtraction first. 
The children will also be learning times tables and 
associated division facts.  

 

 

What have we been up to so far?  
(As well as what is coming up, we wanted to take a moment to 

let you know how things are going.) 

 
Wow! We could not be any more delighted with your children! They have come back to school so well and 
have learnt new routines so quickly. They have settled well and are so keen to show us just what they can 
do. 



 
Thank you from all of us for your support during lockdown. We missed you all but it was lovely to keep in 
touch and to see how you were all getting on. We saw some super work and you all did a great job! 

 
As you can see from the main part of the newsletter, we have begun our new theme of Wales. In it we will 
work on castles and dragons and the children will hopefully love it. They have made a wonderful start in 
learning where Wales is and why they have the dragon as part of their national flag. We have also begun 
our dragon poetry book which we hope to share with you in a few weeks once it is all completed. 

 
Thank you for your support with reading. Please continue to read regularly at home, even if it is just a few 
pages. We do say it all the time, but it is so important and makes a huge difference to how children get on 
in all areas of learning. We have been really pleased to see how many have come back and have told us 
about books they have enjoyed with you.  

 
We are here to listen if you need to pass anything on or you need to talk to us. Please call or send me an 
email directly if I can help with anything alawley@st-botolphsprimary.org or I am happy to arrange a 
meeting. Teachers are also contactable. I can pass a message on or you can call or pop a note in a reading 
diary. 
We know that things come up and we want to help so don’t hesitate to get in touch, especially at the 
moment when things are tougher than normal. 
 

Miss Lawley, Miss Hunter, Miss Kuzyk, Mrs Pritchett, Mrs Tomlin & the lovely year 3/4 
teaching team. 
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