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We are so pleased to be back at school in upper key stage two and are looking forward to lots of new learning. 
We will be finding out lots about Greece: the geography and lifestyle of modern-day Greece before travelling 
back in time to explore ancient traditions and culture.  

 

St.Botolph’s Curriculum Drivers - Greece 
(What underpins our curriculum? What do we think about when planning the theme in detail?) 

Our World 
Sustainable       Diversity &          
Communities 
environments    beliefs 

Social, emotional and physical wellbeing Spiritual and moral 

As people concerned about the 
world around us, we will: 

❏ Learn about the economic 
struggles in Greece and its 
impact on communities. 

 
❏ Learn how the Olympic 

Games has developed to 
embrace the diversity of 
different cultures and skills 
of athletes from the past to 
the present. 

 

 

As we learn how to look after and take care 
of ourselves, we will:  

❏ Integrate the units of the Cambridgeshire 
PSHE programme into our teaching and 
through discrete units 

 
❏ Understand the importance and 

significance of family units within the 
ancient and modern Greek society and its 
relevance to our community. 

 
PSHE = Personal, Social &  Health Education 

In our spiritual and moral 
development, we will: 

❏ Continue to build on our 
understanding of our school 
vision and ethos through 
our assembly and Act of 
Worship programme. 
 

❏ Learn about the belief 
systems of others from 
around the world, including 
those who lived in the past 
and comparing them to 
Christianity today. 

 

 

History 

 

Geography 

 

Art 

 

The children will be looking at a range 
of evidence about Ancient Greece. 
How did the lifestyles of men, women 
and children differ? Why did they 
worship many different Gods and 
Goddesses?  
What made the Ancient Greeks so 
successful? 
 
They will also develop their 
understanding of continuity and 
change through investigating 
chronology and timelines. 

We will start by using different types 
of maps to identify the location and 
physical features of Greece and how 
these affect human activity: 
economy, settlements and trade. We 
will take a trip into Athens to 
discover its human features using 
aerial maps. 
 
The children will continue to extend 
their geographical vocabulary. 
 
 

The children will develop their 
ideas and technical skills in 
drawing, using techniques such as 
adding reflections or shadows and 
perspective. 
  
They will also understand and 
develop different artistic styles 
and effects of painting, collage, 
print and sculpture. 
 



Design & Technology 

 

PE 

 

Computing 

 

We are hoping to cook some 
traditional Greek food, adapting and 
refining recipes. 
 
The children will also learn how forces 
are transferred via gears and cams, 
designing and constructing an object 
with moving parts. 
They will evaluate and improve their 
work.  

Weekly PE sessions will continue, 
although we have had to make some 
adaptations. The children will be 
developing their skills in: 
Cross Country 
Football  
Sportshall athletics 
Tri golf 
Gymnastics 
Hockey 
Dodgeball 

We will embed the skills for 
Google Classroom and develop use 
of Google docs and slides, editing 
and sharing work on screen.  
 
We will continue to focus on e-
safety and suitable sites as well 
the impact of social media. 
 

Music 

 

RE 

 

Languages 

 

The children will continue to develop 
the skills of performing, composing, 
transcribing and describing music 
through the study of the next units of 
our scheme: 
 
Unit 1:Happy 
Unit 2: Classroom Jazz 2 
Unit 3: A New Year Carol 
 
These units have been specially 
adapted by the musical school 
Charanga so we are able to follow 
them in the classroom under the 
current changes. 

During this theme, the children will 
understand the beliefs and teachings 
of different faiths and how their 
lifestyles vary because of their 
beliefs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children will develop their 
skills in French during the autumn 
term through the themes of: 
animals, body, food and colours. 

We will continue to use the 
ILanguages Scheme of Work. They 
will learn skills in reading, 
speaking, writing and 
understanding French.     

They will also learn more about 
the French culture.                                                                                                 

Science 

 

At the heart of our work in science is getting the children to think and behave like scientists by working 
scientifically.  
We will plan and carry out investigations, analysing and evaluating results and recording findings in a variety of 
ways. 
 
In biology, we will look at: how living things have changed over time through evolution and inheritance. We will 
also find out what clues fossils give us about the past and how organisms have adapted to survive. 
 
In chemistry, we will investigate the structure of rocks and soils and how they vary as well as developing our 
understanding of changes of state and how their properties are linked to their use. 
 
In physics, we will study how light enables us to see and the structure of the eye. We will see how the direction 
of light rays affects what we see, through study of shadows and reflections. We will also learn about sound and 



how sound waves travel. 
 

 

 

English 

 

Maths 

 

In English, we will focus on building stamina in writing 
and key skills. We will revise and develop grammar and 
punctuation rules as well as fluent handwriting. 
We will be working on our new whole-school spelling 
approach using sounds and syllables. 
We will link much of our writing to our learning about 
Greece. We will write using a range of genres including 
descriptions, holiday brochures and diaries.  

We will start by consolidating understanding of place 
value with increasing numbers of digits. We will then 
work on fluency of calculation strategies using all four 
operations. 
 
The children are finding that fluent recall of times 
tables and associated division facts is vital, along with 
mental recall of number facts. 
 

 

 

What have we been up to so far? 

 
 
We have been delighted with how the children have come back to school with such positive 
attitudes to their learning. Welcome back, year six and welcome to our year five children to 
upper key stage two!  

 
Thank you for all your support during lockdown. We loved seeing the work the children 
completed as well as all the lovely messages from them about what they were up to. It’s 
certainly good to have them back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see from the main part of the newsletter, we have begun our new theme of Greece. 
We hope the children will enjoy learning about the country’s fascinating geography and history, 
art and culture. 

 



Thank you for all the reading you have been doing already this term with your children. Please 
continue to read regularly at home, even if it is just a few pages. We do say it all the time, 
but it is so important and makes a huge difference to how children progress in all areas of 
learning.  

 
Please get in touch if there is anything you feel we need to know about your child or if there 
is anything that any of us in the team can help you with. Although we are not able to chat with 
you face to face on the playground at the moment, you can contact me or any of the teaching 
staff via Weduc or an email. We can also arrange a meeting if it’s needed to ensure all the 
children are happy and settled, particularly during these challenging times. 
 
We look forward to a fantastic term! 
 
Mrs Jackson, Miss Bailey, Miss Smith and the lovely year 5 and 6 teaching team. 

 

 


